
Looseleaf 

Spotlight comes up on LOOSELEAF HARPER, who wears the 
clothes he will wear in the next scene--new sports clothes, 
a shirt open at the neck. As always, he is friendly and 
embarrassed. 
LOOSELEAF 
When Penelope asked me to say 
something about dropping the bomb 
on Nagasaki, I didn't give a very 
good answer, I guess. It's a very 
complicated question. Jesus--you 
know? You have to explain what 
it's like to be in the Air Force 
and how they give you your orders 
and all that. What it feels like 
to be in a plane, what the world 
looks like down there. After I got 
home from the war, the minister of 
my church asked me if I would speak 
to a scout troop that met in the 
church basement. So I did. They 
met on Thursday nights. I used to 
belong to that troop. I never made 
Eagle Scout. But you know 
something? It's a very strange 
kind of kid that makes Eagle Scout. 
They always seem so lonesome, like 
they'd worked real hard to get a 
job nobody else cares about. They 
get a whole bunch of merit badges. 
That's how you get to be an Eagle 
Scout. I don't think I had over 
five or six merit badges. The only 
one I remember is Public Health. 
That was a bitch. The Boy Scout 
Manual said I was supposed to find 
out what my town did about sewage. Jesus, they just dumped it 
all in 
Sugar Creek. 
(laughs idiotically) 
Sugar Creek! That was a long time 
ago, but it's all coming back to me 
now. There was another merit badge 
you could get for roller skating. 
There used to be a roller rink at a 
bend in Sugar Creek, up above where 



the sewage went in. I got in a 
fight there one time. I had on 
roller skates, and the guy I was 
fighting had on basketball shoes. 
He had a tremendous advantage over 
me. He was a little guy, but he 
beat the shit out of me. I had to 
laugh like hell. Don't ever fight 
a guy when you've got on roller 
skates. 
(silence) 
Jesus--I remember my mother used to 
make me chew bananas for a full 
minute before I swallowed--so I 
wouldn't get sick. Makes you 
wonder what else your parents told 
you that wasn't true. 
 


